ly into the nature of our society and the person. In spite of the prevalence of loneliness in the modern world, people are still hesitant to discuss their own problems with it. The term suggests shame and failure. For many the topic of loneliness is as frightening as death, as alluring as cancer, as uplifting as depression. While usually not a topic of conversation, loneliness is nevertheless a painful experience that eats away at the lives of many of us.
It is surprising that so little study has been made of loneliness in light of the frequency of lonely complaints in contemporary art forms, the media, and everyday life. When Sullivan commented that loneliness could be a more powerful force than anxiety in the shaping of personal life, he was by implication providing an invitation to investigate it. (1953:260-262) .
Few have accepted the invitation.
Why not? Weiss has suggested that scientists, like other mortals, tend to repress this painful experience and thus discount its power in personal life. (1973: 9-12) . Certainly medical research has ignored the potential power of loneliness as a contributing factor to serious illness and death. Lynch has stringently criticized the myopia in research projects that explore physical causes of heart failure but never raise questions about the deceased's interpersonal relationships.
. Statistical evidence indicates, however, deficiencies in the latter are correlated with the former; single persons die from heart failure three to ten times as often as married persons. Social and behavioral sciences have also ignored loneliness. Giorgi has shown how the emergence of a dominant behavioristic perspective prompts us to ignore many important experiences.
. Loneliness is one of them. Psychological A bstracts has no listing under loneliness. Readers are referred to "isolation,"
which is a neat quantifiable condition but not the same as loneliness, or to "alienation,"
which can be a form of loneliness or something quite different.
Only recently has some substantial insight from scientific research been produced. But even if we sustain an examination of loneliness and overcome the narrowness of a strict behavioristic perspective, there is still confusion about loneliness that inhibits research, analysis, and understanding.
One goal of this article is to provide conceptual clarification so that we can more easily identify the experience and distinguish it from other similar and often related phenomena.
In 
